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EDITORIAL. 

It is only a matter of six weeks since we 
published our last journal. We send out this 
issue so as to keep faith with our subscribers 
and make up the full complement of four 
for the year. Readers will forgive the r e 
duced sise for this occasion. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

God, in His graciousness, has called 
"Home" a good friend of the B.C.A.—Mrs. 
A. Darke, more recently of the Rectory, 
Wentworth Falls. She long had held close 
interest in our mission activities and gen' 
erously supported it. The remembrance of 
a kindly woman, a true "Mother in Israel,'1 

and of one who loved evangelical truth and 
cause, will long be with us. We praise God 
for His saints. 

A N OPEN LETTER TO ALL B.C.A. 
FRIENDS. 

My dear Friends, 
In the Christmas season of each year since 

the Bush Church Aid Society was founded, 
our friends, we notice, have always remem-
bered our work with a special gift. This 
has been a matter of great.cheer to us. No 

matter how many the calls upon our funds 
for special work there may have been, no 
matter what unexpected draining of our 
resources before the year ended, we had the 
confidence that our friends would not fail 
us. Our needs would be supplied. No de' 
ficits as we closed the year would be allowed 
to remain. 

Never has that confidence been belied. 
God has wonderfully raised up friends who 
have been the stewards of His grace through 
their giving to our work. The month of 
December has always been marked by a 
great accession to the funds of the B.C.A. 
All praise to His Name for this ! 

As we draw nigh to the end of this 
year, we set before you our needs. For good 
reasons, with which most of you, as readers 
of "The Real Australian" are acquainted, 
there was for a few. months a considerable 
diminishing in the ministry of appeal to our 
constituents. It simply could not be done, 
and so opportunity of helping could not be 
set before as many of our friends as we could 
wish. This seriously affected our resources 
and hampered our plans. It is fine to notice 
how splendidly gifts and subscriptions have 
come in during the past two months. We 
have made great headway through the gen' 
erous remembrance of our supporters. 

So we are encouraged to believe that you, 
our friends, only need to know and you will 
give. We should be mightily helped by an 
extra £500 before December 31st. We make 
no apology for asking. God in His good 
Word tells u s : "ASK A N D YE SHALL 
HAVE." On what better assurance can we 
rest ? 

Readers of this paper can help with a 
special Christmas gift. We appeal to you 
for it. Send it now—send it quickly. 

With every good wish. 
I am, 
Yours sincerely, 

S. J. KIRKBY, 
Organising Missioner. 

P.S.—Grateful acknowledgment will be 
made of any amount sent to our Sydney or 
Melbourne office. 

CALENDARS FOR 1928. 

Our B.C.A. calendars have enjoyed great 
sale this year. We thank our friends for 
the numerous orders sent in. It is not too 
late to make a calendar gift for Christmas or 
New Year. Help our Mission work by pur' 
chasing from us. We have photographic 
calendars with representations of B.C.A. 
work, suitably mounted, at prices ranging 
from 1 / ' to 1/9. Delightful art calendars, 
showing Christmas bells, flannel flower, native 
fuschia, kookaburra, blue wren, at 1/9 each. 
Emus, native bears, kangaroos, kookaburra in 

stained and graved wood (great favourites 
these), 1/9 each. 

Beautiful hand'painted calendars, blue wren, 
kookaburra, wattle blossom, Christmas bells 
on fine mounts, 3 / - each. We recommend 
the latter as dainty productions of real artis' 
tic value. 

Call, or send your order to the B.C.A. 
Office, Diocesan "Church House, George bt., 
Sydney ; or to B.C.A. Office, St. Paul's Cath-
edral, Swanston St., Melbourne. 

WOMEN'S WORK. 

We commend Miss M. de Labilliere EO 
the consideration of all clergy as well to 
all officers of Mothers' Unions, G. F. Soci' 
eties, Girls' Guilds, and similar organisations. 
Nor must we forget the authorities of the 
various Church schools around us. Miss de 
Labelliere, perhaps better known as Sister 
Madeline of the Mission Van, is anxious to 
develop the women's side of B.C.A. organ-
isation and activity. There are great prossi-
bilities here, and we should have vigorous 
circles among the women of our Church, 
engaged in prayer and work on behalf-of 
out-back Missions. 

Miss de Labelliere will be glad to visit 
parishes, schools, clubs, or guilds and tell 
the story of B.C.A., as well as show slides. 
She has a unique message—-the Church 
should hear it. 

Anyone desiring a visit should write to 
the Secretary's Sydney Office, Diocesan 
Church House, George Street, Sydney. 

N E W WORKERS. 

For the beginning of 1928, several changes 
will be made in the areas for which B.C.A. 
is responsible and new workers will be 
introduced. 

Rev. A. Hodgson, Th.L., has been accep-
ted as successor to the Rev. F. H. Dillon, 
in charge of the Far West Mission (Diocese 
of Willochra), South Australia. Mr. Hodg-
son has a close knowledge of the Bush and 
should be perfectly at home in his new 
sphere. He trained at Moore College, and 
more recently served as assistant minister at 
All Souls', Leichhardt, N.S.W. His will be 
a big work, but we are confident that he will 
quickly win his way to a truly successful 
miinstry. 

Rev. R. J. Tuck will be our first repre-
sentative in the Diocese of St. Arnaud, Vic-
toria. The Society has been glad to take up 
the challenge of the Bishop of that diocese 
and provide a man for the district of Werri-
mal. Mr. Tuck was trained by the B.C.A. 
at Moore College, Sydney, and has had con-
siderable and valuable experience in Church 
work. 
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Rev. C. Powell, Th.L., will succeed the 
Rev. B. B. Lousada, who so gallantly has 
helped the B.C.A. during the last two years. 
Mr. Powell hails from Ridley College, V i c 
toria, where he was senior student, and more 
recently worked in the parish of St. Augus' 
tine's, Moreland, Victoria. We rejoice at 
his coming to share with us in the work of 
the ministry out'back. 

Sister Saxby, A.T.N.A.—By the time this 
issue is in the hands of our readers, the new 
Matron for the Ceduna Hospital will have 
left Sydney for her post. Sister Saxby will 
succeed Matron Percival ; no light response 
bility that, but she goes out well equipped 
professionally, and with a varied experience 
in all branches of nursing. Under her the 
good work at Ceduna should be splendidly 
maintained. 

Nurse Taylor, daughter of our good B.C.A. 
friend, Rev. Stephen Taylor, of Wahroonga, 

• will also be found on the staff of the 
Ceduna Mission Hospital. Miss Taylor, who 
comes to the B.C.A. with the best of testi' 
monials, has just finished a course in the 
Obstetric department of the Royal North 
Shore Hospital, We welcomed her when 
she offered for training ; we rejoice in being 
able to send her forth. 

Deaconess Alice Crabbe, of St. Hilda's 
House, Melbourne, has joined us for ser-
vice on our Women's Motor Mission Van. 
Already she is serving thereon, under the 
lead of Deaconess Syms (Sister Grace). It 
cheers us to find in her a worthy representa' 
tive of the Diocese of Melbourne, enthusi' 
astic to do what is really a difficult work. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

With mixed feelings we record the with-
drawal from our Ceduna Mission Hospital 
of the Matron, Sister Percival, A.T.N.A. 
The B.C.A. will always hold in remembrance 
its indebtedness to her for her splendid ser' 
vices in opening up our hospital in that dis' 
tant area. T h e difficulties confronting her 
were most baffling, yet with cheerful courage 
she won through after much toil, and leaves 
the hospital in an established position, with 
the work so important that a staff o! three 
nurses is required. We believe that by her 
character and qualifications she has com' 
mended the B.C.A- not only to the many pa' 
tients who have passed through her hands, 
but to all the folk round about. Already 
the Council has placed on record its high 
appreciation of all her work. 

If there is one thing that tempers our re' 
gret at Matron's departure it is that which 
constrains us to tender to her our sincerest 
congratulations, namely, her forthcoming mar' 
riage to the Rev. F. H. Dillon. We are con' 
fident that every B.C.A. friend will join us 
in assuring the couple of the heartiest good 
wishes, together with earnest prayer for God's 
rich blessing upon their future. 

Rev. F. H . Dillon.—The foregoing has 
partly anticipated our intimation that at the 
end of the year Mr. Dillon's service in the 
Far West Mission will cease. A vigorous, 
jealous ministry his has been, and the gen' 
eral life of the Church and its spiritual 
power have been greatly enhanced by all 
that he has done. The B.C.A. is grateful and 
rejoices that whilst Mr. Dillon has resigned 
from that Mission, he will be continuing with 
us in another sphere. For that we thank 
God! 

Rev. B. B. Lousada has been a great help 
to B.C.A. work, and it is with regret that 
we say :"Good'bye" to him. His ministry 
has carried real spiritual blessing, and his 
witness for Christ has been very real and 
telling. Mr. Lousada is in touch with the 
C.M.S. and expects shortly to fulfil a long' 
standing desire to go out to the unevan' 
gelised world. The blessing of God go with 
him ! 

A NEW FIELD. 

For 1928, the B.C.A. is accepting a new 
field of responsibility, this time in the Dio' 
cese of St. Arnaud. For some time the 
Bishop has been in touch with our Society, 
and now it has been arranged that we should 
supply and maintain a worker for the dis' 
trict of Werrimal. Full particulars are not 
yet to hand, but we know that it is situated 
in the north'west corner of the State of 
Victoria and in the mallee scrub country. 
Selectors have pushed into the district, and 
are rolling the scrub back to make settle' 
ment. Sweat and toil are their lot, and this 
year they have been almost broken by a 
severe drought. 

The Bishop's appeal was in the nature of 
a challenge. We have taken it up in faith 
fax God, with the assurance that a worth 
while work awaits the doing. 

The Society is, with the Bishop's approval, 
placing there the Rev. R. J. Tuck, who has 
been a B.C.A. student, and who now goes 
forth with our prayers and good wishes. 
We are told that a "tough job" awaits him. 
We like that sort of work, and so does he. 
Thus we have no fears. 

Mr. Tuck will be the first B.C.A. worker 
in the diocese, and, we are sure, will com' 
mend the Society to all the clergy and 
people. More particulars of this field will 
be furnished in our next issue. For the 
present we call all people to remember the 
work in their prayers, and we are confi' 
dent that our Victorian supporters in partic 
ular will take the area and its worker into 
their hearts and support both with their gifts. 

POSTS A N D RAILS. 

Have you paid your subscription, if 
due, on this paper ? Send eighteenpence in 
stamps or postal note to the Bush Church 
Aid Society, Diocesan Church House, George 
Street, Sydney or to Bush Church Aid So' 
ciety, St. Paul's Cathedral, Swanston Street, 
Melbourne. 

& & & 
Did you read the open letter addressed to 

you, on the front page of this issue ? We 
invite you to join in and send a Christmas 
gift for the general work of the Society. 
£500 extra is required by December 31st, 
1927. Every little helps. 

& & © 
Remember the B.C.A. Bookstall. We have 

new supplies of those real Australian books 
which have found so ready a sale in times 
past. Our recommendation is given with 
each, especially if it is desired to send such 
a book "home" as a New Year gift. 

"The Trans-Australian Wonderland," 2/6 
paper cover, 3/6 cloth. Now in its sixth 
edition. A fine narrative of life and condi' 
tions along the East'West railway. 

"On the Wool Track," by Captain Bean, 
2/6 cloth cover. It tells the story of the 
West Darling area of New South Wales, and 
of Australia's great wool industry. 

"We of the Never-Never," by Mrs. Aeneas 
Gunn, price —. A touching story of the 
Northern Territory. A real Australian book. 

"Great Events of Australian History," by 
Joseph Bryant, 2/6 cloth cover. No dryas ' 
dust history, but a book packed with truth 
put in interesting style. 

"The Tale of Bluey Wren," by Neville 
Cayley, — pages., nicely illustrated ; two beau' 
tiful coloured plates also. A charming little 
story about one of our Australian birds, writ' 
ten especially for children. Price, paper 
cover, 1/ ' . 

We shall be glad to supply any of the 
foregoing. When remitting, please add post' 
age. 

& • & & 
The B.C.A. owes a great debt to the r e c 

tors and churwardens of the various par' 
ishes in Sydney and Melbourne dioceses. 
They give a cordial welcome to our appeal 
and encourage parishioners to respond. We 
do not wish to make any distinction, but we 
are sure that all B.C.A. supporters will be 
glad to hear of the solid support accorded us 
during the past month in parishes, particu' 
larly in All Saints', Woollahra ; St. Augus' 
tine's, Neutral Bay ; St. Andrew's, Summer 
Hill ; St. Michael's, Vaucluse, and St. Luke's, 
Mosman. It has greatly encouraged us in our 
need. 

& © • ©- -
Some of the pupils of the Church of Eng' 

land Grammar School for Girls, Forbes 
Street, Sydney, under the lead of Miss Sheila 
Trenerry, organised a successful entertain' 
ment at the school on behalf of our appeal for 
Colin Rankin. It was a happy thought, and 
the result most substantial. Our best thanks 
are tendered to our young friends. 

© & & 
Friends have made generous response to 

a call made at several of our meetings con' 
cerning the provision of a suitable home for 
our out'back Deaconess, Sister Agnes. W e 
are deeply grateful to Mrs. Lord and Mrs. 
Meares, of St. Alban's Parish, Leura, for 
all that they did. Our hearts were indeed 
gladdened. 

Another most substantial gift from friends 
in Mosman is, at their wish, recorded anony 
mously. But we express real appreciation for 
it all the same. 

& & & 
It is too early to make extensive note of 

our Christmas Tree effort. Suffice it to say 
that the response this year has been greater 
than ever. At present a busy band of volun' 
tary workers, both in Sydney and Melbourne, 
are engaged in packing and dispatching the 
wonderful cases and boxes to many a distant 
and lonely centre. In our next issue we shall 
be able to give a full account of the effort. 

O & & 
A thoughtful donation reached us from 

Christ Church, Lavender Bay. It was accom' 
panied by a little note bearing no name, but 
conveying the following message : "First fruit 
blossoms from my little garden to aid the 
cause in the desert." Thanks of the B.C.A. 
go to the giver. 

© & & 
For an anonymous gift of £2 brought into 

our office by a Girl Guide, we make grateful 
acknowledgment ; also for a similar amount 
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sent by registered letter, bearing the postmark 
of Scone, N.S.W. We do appreciate these 
kindly gifts. 

© © © 
Thanks to the Girls' Guild of St. James1 

Church, Turramurra, for an excellent effort 
on behalf of our work. Interest thus aroused 
means much to us. We invite all Girls' 
Guilds to follow the fine example and ar-
range an entertainment for us once a year. 

© © © 
The Western District Co-operative Com-

pany of Melbourne has again registered its 
generosity in practical fashion. They packed 
and delivered to our Children's Hostel at 
Wilcannia a case of "Tru-Food Milk"-—just 
the thing for our large family ! The company 
does its good work unostentatiously, yet it 
deserves an advertisement. We gratefully 
give it. The Matron of the Hostel, as well 
the boys and girls, recommend Tru-Food Milk 
to all readers. They know its worth. We 
say a big "thank you !" to the Company. 

© © © 
Valued help for our Children's Hostel at 

Wilcannia was rendered by friends at sev-
eral meetings held by Sister Grace Syms in 
Melbourne Diocese. Mothers' Unions and 
Girls' Friendly Societies were especially kind. 
Among the gifts were a much-needed tea-
urn and a bread-cutting machine. A large 
family of at least twenty-six souls made these 
requirements an imperative necessity. 

© © © 
The choir of St. Andrew's Cathedral, 

Sydney, has again put the B.C.A. into real 
debt by a generous gift of ,£10 to the work 
out-back. This is not the first time, by any 
means, that they have cheered us in so sub-
stantial a fashion. We greatly appreciate 
their help and wish to express our thanks 
to them all, especially to Mrs. Lawson, whose 
good work in the matter is so well-known. 
Nor must we forget our friend the Precentor, 
Rev. G. M. Searcy, for kindly thought. 

© © © 
Once again this year we thank Mrs. 

Youell, of McCourt St., Lakemba, for a happy 
and successful American Tea, held on behalf 
of the B.C.A., on Saturday, November 19th. 
Associated with her was another good friend 
who has helped before, Mrs. Slade. To 
both of these ladies we are particularly 
grateful as well to those who were present 
and who assisted by gifts and purchases. 

© © © 
To Mrs. Watling, of Gladesville, many 

thanks for generous support given to our 
special effort at this time. By personal effort 
she interested a large number of friends, 
which materialised in a substantial gift. 

© _ © © 
Some wonderfully successful Grocery 

Afternoons have been held during the past 
few weeks. Mrs. Mathews, of Rooty Hill, 
gathered together a great number of friends 
at her home. An overwhelming supply of 
good things suitable for our Children's Hos-
tel was collected. Much interest was shown 
in all B.C.A. work, and we thank Mrs. 
Mathews for this fine opportunity of further-
ing our cause. 

© © © 
Mrs. J. McKern, of St. Clement's Parish, 

Mosman, again helped us with a similar func-
tion. It was a day of heavy rain, which 
affected attendance, but not enthusiasm. 
Groceries and crockery, not to mention 

towels, made a gracious burden to be sent 
out-back. An Art Stall also carried on good 
trade. The B.C.A. is deeply indebted to 
Mrs. McKern for all the thought and effort 
shown. We must also include Misses Mc-
Kern and Mr. McKern. 

© © © • 
Granville Girls' Friendly Society added to 

their past good works by another gift of 
groceries. Their parcels made considerable 
accession to our stock and contribute a big 
contribution to the Hostel. We thank them 
very much for it all. 

© • ' © © 
The H.O.M. (Help our Matron) Circle at 

Randwick has enlarged its record of good 
work. By its ministrations it has enabled 
us to send four much-needed ward-lockers 
for the Ceduna Mission Hospital. It certainly 
sets a great example which we greatly appre-
ciate. 

© © © 
To Mrs. Weir, of Maroubra, we are grate-

ful for a splendidly-attended Drawing-room 
Meeting at her residence on November 17th. 
Opportunity was taken of showing some pic-
tures of B.C.A. work. Miss Labilliere was 
present and succeeded in interesting many 
in our women's work. One result of the 
visit has been the formation of another Circle 
amongst the women of St. John's, Maroubra. 
This is the kind of thing that greatly cheers 

THE SISTERS ON THE VAN. 

A New Worker's Impressions. 

To a recent city-dweller, visiting out-back 
in many ways presents a big contrast as 
against town visiting, especially in the mode 
of travelling. Of course, our van is the 
main means of transport, and in it we climb 
mountains and dip into valleys, traverse 
rough roads with frequently a drop on one 
side of anything from one hundred to three 
hundred feet. Then there are creeks to 
be crossed ; but the van is ready for that, 
and most cheerfully takes us over. But when 
we come to a river in a district it is a 
different matter. Then we are forced to have 
recourse to another method—a leaky boat. 
Let me give an instance. 

Our destination is a home about a mile 
and a half away, but a river intervenes, so 
we prevail on the owner of a small boat to 
row us across. The said boat had not been 
used for a while, consequently some time 
elapses before we are able to commence 
our short voyage, as the boat is brimful of 
water, and we take turns in bailing it out 
with the aid of a kerosene tin. Eventually we 
reach the other side, having in the meantime 
shipped a considerable quantity of water. 
After making arrangements for our return 
trip, we set off on our sandy track with 
scarcely any shade from the sun, which was 
smiling upon us with his most powerful 
smile. However, we are soon rewarded by 
a welcome from a sweet little woman, who 
is working under great difficulties, and who 
has only an occasional visit from her nearest 
neighbour. On one side her next-door 
neighbour is miles away. After dinner we 
go on to her neighbour on the other side, 
some distance further on. 

Then we begin our tramp back to the river 
and "Coo-ee" loudly for our barque to pick 
us up. Our "skipperess" is busily engaged 

in the milking shed, where our "coo-ees" 
eventually penetrate, and very soon she calls 
at our port to collect us. Meanwhile, in the 
waiting time, we have considerably refreshed 
ourselves by a paddle in the river. 

Again, our services vary slightly from 
the town folk. For example, take one ser-
vice held in a one-time "union" church. As 
no service had been held in this building for 
sixteen years, it had been put to various other 
uses, such as providing a camping place 
for a not particularly clean family ; or again 
as a boxing ring, or a place of storage for 
pig nets. However, some of our men friends 
tidied it to some extent, and propped up 
some of our seating accommodation with 
planks of wood. But in spite of these dis-
advantages we had a very happy service. 
Most of the families of the district were 
represented, the men forming a big majority. 
Can you, who have the advantages of the 
city in this respect, imagine how difficult it 
must be for these folk spiritually, without any 
outside help—two services in sixteen years ? 

Perhaps the thing that hurts most is the 
appalling ignorance of the children. Very 
few know either the Xord's Prayer or the 
simplest of the children's hymns. But what 
can one "expect where they have at most two 
lessons a year, given at the school by B.C.A. 
workers, with very little or no teaching at 
home. The whole existence of these young 
people may be summed up in one word 
—"cows." They begin work in the milking 
yard almost as soon as they can walk, and 
practically their whole lifetime, apart from 
school hours, is spent in this way, with no 
other interests. So they grow up, out of 
touch with Jesus Christ and His Church. 
For this reason, one values immensely, the 
opportunity to visit the schools to tell of 
One Who loves them, and gave His life 
for them. 

SISTER ALICE. 

SIGHT TO THE BLIND. 

A Touching Story of the Real Out-Back. 

Have you ever been blind for a day or 
for a week ? Have you ever endured that 
gathering darkness of the sight that de-
prived you of the sight of God's beautiful 
earth and the good things therein ? If you 
have, or if you have not, you will appre-
ciate the touching story of little Colin Ran-
kin, aged eight years, threatened with loss 
of sight, living right at the "back o' beyond," 
and far from the oculist's attention so sorely 
needed. 

Sister Agnes, B.C.A. Deaconess in the 
West Darling, first brought him before our 
notice. On one of her journeys across the 
Queensland border from Tibooburra (the 
farthermost township in New South Wales) 
she had visited the family on the drought-
stricken holding. With a woman's quick in-
tuition, she noted the boy's serious plight ; 
she heard the story from the parents of 
baffled attempts to cure the condition, and 
she marked the apparent hopelessness of the 
case. She sent a letter of appeal to us, 
backed with a report from the good doctor 
in Tibooburra, that the malady was such that 
demanded specialist's treatment, and asked 
if the B.C.A. would help by bringing the boy 
to Sydney. 

We have to thank the management of 
"The Evening News" for splendid publicity 
given to the appeal. Folk in Sydney and 
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elsewhere responded immediately. In less 
than sixty minutes from the time of the issue 
of the paper voicing an appeal for help, <£50 
was given, and in a short time a little more 
than £100 was raised—a sum far, far above 
that which was asked. We thank God for 
the response. 

The next step was to arrange the boy's 
conveyance to Sydney. Remember, he lived 
ninety miles from Tibooburra, which is two 
hundred and fifty miles from Wilcannia, 
which in its turn is one hundred and sixty 
odd miles from Cobar and the Western rail 
terminus. The Rev. W. R. Brown, our mis-
sioner at Wilcannia, cheerfully undertook the 
responsibility of bringing him to the train. 
What that meant to him the following story 
will tell. We take the account from a letter 
written by Mr. Brown. He calls it "a few 
lines." "Real Australian" readers will, we 
hope, read between the "lines" and sense the 
toil, effort and patience called forth. 

"Just a few lines re our trip for Mrs. 
Rankin and Colin. 

"I left Wilcannia by night (7 p.m.) by 
myself, and got only as far as 'Tarella' station, 
where I had dinner and bed. Was awakened 
by showers of rain, and though the weather 
became more and more threatening, I got 
safely to within two miles of Mordern Sta-
tion, where the sand stopped me. From 
12.15 p.m. to 4 p.m. I toiled with shovel 
and hands, trying to get out, but at last gave 
it up and walked to the station, where the 
book-keeper joined me, and we both re-
turned carrying planks. In twenty minutes 
we got the car out. What a difference the 
extra pair of hands meant. 

After dinner (evening) I left for Tiboo-
burra, and reached it at 11.30 p.m. The 
hotel was closed and the host sound asleep. 
I managed to get through a window and 
quickly found a much-needed bed. 

"Next morning I was again awakened by 
the music of showers, and started off to the 
Queensland border by the mail 'lorry,1 which 
was going my way. We only had reached as 
far as Yalpunga when rain fell in torrents 
(one inch in an hour) . The outcome was 
flooded creeks, flats and impassable tracks. 
The mailman gave it up, and we returned to 
Tibooburra, taking three hours to travel 
thirty miles, pushing the lorry out of mud, 
laying salt-bush tracks in flooded parts, and 
generally becoming dirty and weary. Result : 
we were no further ahead. 

"Next day report came that several folk 
were held up on the track further north, and 
that the tracks were hopeless. 

"The day following I tried the track again 
in the Mission car, two hefty men being 
with me. We took the mail-bags with us, 
and set off at 9 a.m., my mates (a Dane and 
a Norwegian) helping and pushing where 
necessary. At last we reached 'Big Dingora,' 
Colin's home, ninety miles from Tibooburra. 
Unfortunately the family was away, an earlier 
message not having reached them. In due 
time they were discovered, and at last, after 
hurried packing, I set off on the return jour-
ney with Colin and his mother. The trip 
back to Tibooburra had incident enough, but 
we safely negotiated that stage in the long 
journey before us. 

"The next stage is unforgettable ; the jour-
ney to Wilcannia, via White Cliffs, being 

'undertaken in a dreadful sand-storm with 

dust so thick (for no rain had fallen here) 
that it was impossible to see the track. 
What a joy it was to reach the pleasant re-
fuge of our Hostel at Wilcannia, and to find 
some rest there ! 

"Next day was no better. We set out at 
8 a.m., but soon after engine trouble devel-
oped. That was remedied temporarily. 
Then the water-cooling apparatus revealed a 
defect and the radiator leaked all the way. 
Calls were made at the very few places on 
the track and water begged. In all, on that 
stage I poured in from time to time twenty-
eight gallons of water to see the car safely 
through. My ! I was glad to see Cobar ! 

"I had begun to wonder if ever I was in-
tended to get Colin on to the train. There 
were the two attempts to reach them ; the 
sand 'bog1 one day, the mud bog the next ; 
the hindering rain of one part of the jour-
ney and the blinding dust of another ; the 
petrol trouble on one hand and the water 
trouble on the other. In all, the journey 
meant about one thousand miles of travel. 
But it was well worth it, and I was glad to 
see the young boy and his mother safely on 
the train." 

So runs the story of a sturdy endeavour 
to render needed service to a little one of 
Christ's flock, who was in need. Surely we 
may use our Lord's words in comment : "In-
asmuch as ye have done it to the least of 
these My brethren, ye have done it unto 
Me." 

"Real Australian" readers will rejoice to 
know that the specialist has all confidence in 
restoring a good measure of sight to one of 
Colin's eyes ; the other does not hold out 
much promise. Still, for that there is cause 
for rejoicing. All will surely pray for bless-
ing upon the cheery little soul and his 
mother. 

CROAJINGOLONG CHURCH. 

That blessed word, "Croajingolong," still 
intrigues many of our friends. What is it ? 
Where is it ? they constantly enquire. Take 
a map of Victoria and scan that considerable 
area that lies between Orbost, the rail ter-
minus in Gippsland, and Cape Howe on the 
New South Wales border, and there you 
have it. A great country that, with all its 
future before it. Its forests have yet to be 
measured ; the mineral wealth of its moun-
tains has yet to be exploited ; the power of 
its rushing streams has yet to be harnessed. 

Some day a railway line will cut right 
through it and link on to the New South 
Wales system. Then the beauty of its 
scenery will be realised and perhaps its re-
moteness and the isolation of some of its 
settlers will be removed. 

In the meantime it is good to know that 
the Church is there and has been for many 
years. Not easy work has it been in an 
area where there is really no township, but 
settlers scattered up and down the creeks and 
in the gullies. For some three years the 
B.C.A. has had the special responsibility of 
maintaining, under the Bishop of Gippsland, 
the ministrations of the. Church. A mis-
sioner, a Church nurse fully qualified (Sis-
ter Head), and a Deaconess (Miss Reece) 
have made up our staff. They deserve the 
praise of all for their good works. 

The immediate cause for notice is the build' 
ing of the first Church of England in the 
area. Within a few weeks it should be com-
pleted. Many difficulties have been over-
come at last, and the builders are at work. 
The church is a memorial gift of one who 
wishes to remain anonymous. It is left to 
us of the B.C.A. to see that it is opened with 
all furnishing supplied complete. The gift 
is a challenge to us so to do, and we are 
confident that B.C.A. friends, both in Mel-
bourne, Sydney and elsewhere, will not fail 
to help us. 

Already a large number of gifts have been 
given in response to our appeal in an earlier 
issue. We enumerate those gifts now :— 
Hymn board, service book, surplice, lamps, 
Communion linen, book-markers, Communion 
cloth, Communion set, Holy Table, organ, 
reading desk. Other gifts have been made, 
the list of which is in the hands of the 
Deaconess. 

We have thanked these kind donors 
God bless them for the remembrance ! There 
are still some needs that await supply. They 
are as follows :— 

Communion rails 
Font and Ewer 
Book-rest for the Holy Table 
Credence Table 
Alms dish and plates 
Carpet and matting 
Chairs 
Hymn and Prayer Books. 

As the other furnishings are in oak, simple 
and dignified in pattern, we are endeavouring 
to ensure that the required gifts be the same. 
A worthy house for the worship of God 
should be worthily furnished, so we make 
frank appeal to all our readers to share in 
this undertaking. Some gifts can be given 
by individuals, others by a group. 

Write to the Organising Missioner, Dio-
cesan Church House, George Street, Sydney ; 
or to the Victorian Deputation Secretary for 
B.C.A., St. Paul's Cathedral, Swanston Street, 
Melbourne, and intimate what you would 
like to do. There will be great joy on the 
day of consecration if all the furnishings are 
complete. 

Additional notes of interest may be made 
here. The church will be well within view of 
all travellers following Prince's Highway 
from Sydney to Melbourne. It is situated on 
the Cann River, right at the conjunction of 
the Prince's Highway with the King's High 
way. 

Then we must thank the honorary archi-
tects, Messrs. Esplin and Mould, of Pitt 
Street, Sydney, who kindly prepared plans 
and specifications and lent themselves cheer-
fully to us in counsel and advice. The 
B.C.A. owes them a great debt. 

The builders, Messrs. Mann Bros., of 
Mount Albert, Victoria, have had real con-
nection with our work for years past. We 
rejoiced to find that when tenders were 
opened theirs was obviously the best to be 
accepted. 

Our feelings towards the giver of the 
church have been expressed personally, 
though, we fear, most inadequately. But 
we place on record here our deep sense of 
thankfulness to God for the gift through 
His servant. May the church be to the 
praise of His Name and for a witness to 
His Christ. 
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These three pictures illustrate some branches of B.C.A. work, for 
which your Xmas donation is earnestly invited. 

B.C.A. Hospital, Ceduna, S.A. 

B.C.A. Hostel, Wilcannla, N.S.W. 

Mission Van No. 1 (bogged). 
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A MOUNTAIN VISIT. 

"Come live with me and be my love 
And we will all the' pleasures prove 
That hills and valleys, dale and field, 
And all the craggy mountains yield." 

So sang the shepherd to his love in by-
gone days ; and we too proved something of 
those pleasures as we drove one Sunday 
morning down a rocky track to visit the 
hidden mountain homesteads. Before us lay 
deep, dark valleys, densely bushed ; flocks of 
brilliant parrots flew from the trees, kooka' 
burras chuckled across the stoney creeks, 
the echoes ringing far and wide throughout 
the valleys, softening to a faint diminuendo 
over the blue ridges of the gum'treed horizon*. 
It was indeed good to be alive ! 

Passing a lone emptylooking hut, I de' 
tided to call to see if anyone lived there. 
An old, old lady opened the cob'webbed 
creaky door. "Come in, come in, dearie !" 
she cried, "and tell me all the news. You 
come from town, I suppose ? Well"—and 
her voice became low and eager as she turned 
anxious eyes on me—"is there anyone dead ?" 
The old lady's question seems at first sight 
an odd one, especially on a glorious morning 
of sunshine, music and colour ; but wait a 
minute ! "Is there anyone dead ?" Why, 
yes, the Word of God says, "The wages of 
sin is death" and "To be carnallyminded is 
death." What a tremendous statement to 
face. We, our friends, neighbours, or rela' 
tions, may possibly be dead. We can be 
choked by the business and pleasures of life 
into forgetting and becoming dead to the 
"Gift of God which is Eternal Life." Dead 
to the spiritual beauties and sweetness of life, 
for "to be spirituallyminded is life." Life! 
What a glorious thing it is if we learn to 
live truly. And life shared with God in every 
detail is fullest life and keeps from sin and 
death. 

Not many miles from the old lady's hut 
we met with many whose lives seemed dead, 
amid their lonely surroundings, to the things 
of God, who were unable to realise, amidst 
their drab, hard existence, that God offers 
His wondrous friendship throughout life, 
and that even "behind all shadows standeth 
God." And so the old soul's question makes 
us think. "Is there anyone dead ?" If so, 
what are we doing to help them, and to help 
the B.C.A. Mission Vans to bring practical 
comfort and the message of life ? 

M. de L. 

OUR PAPER. 

We want our friends to remember that it 
is a matter of great cheer to us to have read' 
ers of our journal who keep their subscript 
tions well paid up. We have several on 
our list who have forgotten us for some little 
time. Perhaps they do not desire the paper 
any longer. If so, we would deeply apprc 
ciate an intimation to that effect. Others 
there are who have just put off the p a y 
ment. The amount is so small (only 1/6 
per annum) that they feel that it does not 
matter much if allowed to run on. But the 
office has to pay postage as well as the 
printer. We can only do it out of sub' 
scriptions. Postages on the paper alone cost 
us about ,£15 per quarter. "The Real Aus-
tralian" is not registered as a newspaper. 
If we made an issue once a week or once a 
month the postal authorities would register 

us and then permit us to send out our issue 
for about £l per quarter. It would not mat' 
ter if the paper was made up of comments 
on "Tin Hare" coursing, or consisted of 
futile "tips" for the next "pony" meeting. 
In the eyes of the postal regulations that 
would be "news." But let our paper, as 
it does, tell a story of the out'back, of the 
heroism of selectors and their wives, of the 
wonder of life in the real Australia, then 
Postal Regulations stand up and ponderously 
give judgment that such is "magazine" mat' 
ter, and magazine rates must be paid. 

"The way of transgressors is hard," says 
the Old Book most truly ; but out here in 
Australia it sometimes seems $o be the other 
way round. 

So we make honest appeal to all our 
readers. Send along your subscription. In' 
elude a little donation if you think our work 
is worth it. Use the form enclosed, if 
there is one, indicating that your subscription 
is due. Stamps or postal notes may be sent 
to Sydney or Melbourne offices. 

To the following many thanks for the re' 
mittances :—Miss Cooper, Mrs. H. L. Jones, 
Miss Mills, Miss Cory, A. A. Turnbull, Mrs. 
McDonald, Mrs. L. Stokes, Mrs. Cooper, E. 
Coarderoy, Mrs. Froome, Mrs. Freckleton, 
Mrs. Carr, Miss R. Clifford, Miss Davis, Miss 
Riley, William Freame, Miss M. Martin, Mrs. 
Davies, D. E. Griffiths, "E.C.W.," Miss A. 
Ashe, E. A. Wilson, Miss A. Scorder, Mrs. 
Bearpark, Miss C. Hunt, Miss Swinburn, 
Mrs. Farrant, Miss W. Dawson, Miss A. 
Crabb, Mrs. Short, Mrs. Brocklebank, Mrs. 
J. Taylor, Miss P. Williams, Mrs. P. Lawrey, 
Mrs. John Williams, Miss Kendall, J. W. 
Boyce, Nurse Oakes, Miss L. Gehde, Mrs. 
Harris, A. Kimberlee, the Misses Cook, Miss 
E. K. Burne, Miss I. Green, William Mon' 
tague, Mrs. A. Corbett, Miss K. Kershaw, 
Miss Hemsley, Miss E. Phillips, Mrs. Willis, 
Rev. T. Hughes, Miss Parish, Miss Webb, 
R. Holder, Mr. A. N. Best, Mrs. Finch, Miss 
Trenerry, Miss Wiggiries, Mr. R. J. Todd, 
Mrs. Nicholas, Miss R. Norman, Rev, C, 
Kenderdine, Mrs. H. Littfield, Mrs. Hains' 
worth, R. Horsman, Mrs. Kaiswurm, Miss 
Moore, Mrs. J. N. Griffin, Mrs. P. S. K. 
Kemp, Miss Griffiths, E. Cousens, Mrs. L. 
Marks, A. J. Smith, Mrs. N. J. Stone, Mrs. 
Cranford, Mrs. Keeling, Miss L. Bellingham, 
Miss Cox, Mrs. Cheers, Miss L. Elyard, Miss 
M. Pocock, Mrs. Concom, Mrs. McMurdo, 
Mrs. White, Mrs. Wheatley, Mrs. E. Ben' 
nett, Mrs. Goldsworthy, N. Strange, H. 
Sewell, Mrs. Dent, Miss C. Harvey, Nurse 
Corrigan, S. A. Coates, Miss F. Tomlinson, 
Miss J. Tallent, Mrs. J. Ironside, Miss Giles, 
Nurse Kent, Nurse Thornton, Nurse Kent' 
well, Nurse Bowen, Miss Dyer, Sister Wih 
son, Mrs. Crane, Mrs. Mackenzie, Mrs. M c 
Kerrone, Miss E. Innes, Miss Cox, Mrs. 
Davies, Mrs. Begg, Miss Carr, Mrs. Ham' 
mond, Mrs. Mathews, E. Bingley, R. J. 
Rowell, Mrs. J. R. Massie, Miss S. Le Fevre, 
Miss E. McConchie, Miss H. Robinson, Mrs. 
A. Lobb, Miss G. Clarke, Mrs. Watling, Mrs. 
M. Bamford, Ernest Coogan, Mrs. C. D. 
Cook, Mrs. Ree, Mrs. Dan, Mrs. Thompson, 
Mrs. D. Queen, Mrs. Freeman, Mrs. Fresier, 
Miss Cox, Mrs. Pike, Mrs. Wooldridge, Mrs. 
Barry, Mrs. Westaway, Mrs. G. Box, Mrs. 
Baker, Mrs. Whitty, Mrs. J. Woodcock, M. 
Hopkins, Miss McDonald, Mrs. J. Nichol, 
Mrs. Loder, A. Ray, T. W. Beaver, Miss 
Nilsson. 

S7 
THE PLACE OF PRAYER. 

"Don't stop playing" is the refrain of m. 
hymn. But it is also the charge and the-
challenge of God's Word. "Pray without: 
ceasing" we read. Pray as you work ; pray 
as you walk. Whenever you think of the: 
B.C.A. pray, especially remembering the sub'~ 
jects below :— 
Sunday—For the work of the Church of Godi 

in far'off and lonely areas of Australia*, 
especially remembering those who in their 
isolation have not opportunities of fellow^* 
ship and common prayer. 

Monday—For the Organising Missioner, andl 
all workers at the Office. For the Victorian^ 
Deputation Secretary and his helpers. For* 
all students, both men and women, pre-
paring for ministry under the B.C.A. Also* 
for nurses awaiting location or in training.. 

Tuesday—For Wilcannia'West Darling Mis-
sion, Rev. W. R. Brown and Sister Agnes; 
(Deaconess). 

Wednesday—For Eyre's Peninsula Mission* 
(Wiliochra), Rev. B. B. Lousada. For 
Far West Mission (Wiliochra), Rev. F. H. 
Dillon ; C. A. Kemmis, J. Vaughan (Lay 
Brothers). For the B.C.A. Mission H o s -
pital with Matron Percival and Sister 
Noller and their helpers. Sister Bazeley,.. 
Penong Hospital. 

Thursday—For East Gippsland, Sister Agnes 
(Nurse), Miss Reece, C. J. Nash (Mis-
sioner). For Yallourn Camp, Nurse Cham-
berlain. For Bendigo Bush Deaconess, Sis-
ter Mabel. 

Friday—For Wilcannia Hostel, Mrs. Manny,. 
the workers, the children, their parents. 
For Eildon Weir, Wangaratta. 

Saturday—For Motor Mission Van workers, 
and the two Van Sisters, Sister Grace Syms' 
and Sister Alice Crabb ; the Sunday-
School by Post ; the Society's deputation 
work ; Bark Hut holders ; and all our 
helpers and givers. 

Every Day—Pray that "God will send forth* 
labourers into His harvest"; and that its. 

workers have courage to go in. 

Give thanks for : 
God's manifest blessing upon our work of 

the past year. 
Generous response of so many to call oB 

our need. 
Spreading sympathy towards and interest: 

in B.C.A. Mission Van work. 
Increased number of children in Wilcannia? 

Hostel. 
Spirit of enquiry and offers of service by 

men and women. 
Wholly set up and printed in Australia by 
D. S. Ford, 44-50 Keservoi* St., Sydney 


